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SUBJECT: LE MONDE CORRESPONDENT SUGGESTS FRENCH INVOLVE- 
MENT IN TOMBALBAYE'S OVERTHROW 

1. IN LONG ARTICLE DATELINED N DJAMENA WHICH APPEARS IN 
APRIL 26 ISSUE OF LE MONDE, PIERRE BIARNES QUOTES 
GENDARMERIE MAJOR KAMOUNGE AS SAYING OVER RADIO CHAD 
THAT TOMBALBAYE "PAID MERCENARIES TO WATCH OVER US, BUT 
IN FACT, THOSE PEOPLE WERE KEEPING US INFORMED." BIARNES 
NOTES THAT TO EVERYONE'S SURPRISE, (EX-FRENCH) MAJOR 
CAMILLE GOURVENEC WAS RETAINED BY THE NEW GOVERNMENT AS 
HEAD OF INTELLIGENCE. HE ASSERTS THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE 
THAT FRANCE DID NOT KNOW THE COUP WAS BEING PREPARED AND 
SAYS TOMBALBAYE WAS NOT WARNED ON PURPOSE. "IN FACT, 

PARIS CAN COUNT ON ENJOYING HENCEFORTH MUCH BETTER 
RELATIONS WITH CHADIAN LEADERS." 

2. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY INDICATING THAT THE FRENCH 
ARE INTERESTED IN CHAD BECAUSE OF PROSPECTS FOR OIL IN 
THE SOUTH AND MINERALS IN THE NORTH AND TO RETAIN THEIR 
AIRBASE AT NDJAMENA, "CENTER OF THE MILITARY APPARATUS 
IN CENTRAL AFRICA AND, WE HAVE BEEN ASSURED, AN 
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IMPORTANT AIR BASE FOR THE FORCES IN DJIBOUTI." 
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